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The social inclusion of art

Renowned artist Shombit Sengupta discusses with AVANTIKA BOSE what values Indians

renowned

hombit Sengupla s A

French artist of lndian ongin who @28
has participated ut shows in Louv'te

in Pans. Vense, Milan, and Tokyo

On March 2, he gave a talk ot the

ontluence 2017 Conference organised by
Mahindra Real Estate on the theme :'
Bulding Cities to Last™ Not oaly did 1
sttend the talk but also had the pleasure of
terviewing him

In *Building Cties to Last” he focuses

n the importance of visual art in buslding
ties. He explaing about how India trom the
inclent times has alwayy been a very
chustve society and that there is désordre
which in French means disorder of phys

il obyects) lterally everywhere — 1o inira
structure, in housing, way of living, public
smenities, transport, the market place etc
\ futunistic planned city or layout in India

¢ reates solation from this inclusive, desor
Ire sockety. For Sengupta to buthd a city that
would last, you need to keep these points
in mind — high blend of social inchusive
ness, désordre architectural view, abdity for
regular change, man-material ergonomic
blend, tntemporal artistic beauty, natural
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lamity proof, dreamy sewage, and friend
v elegant technology
ﬁmc following interview sheds light or
the prolific artist Shombit Sengupta, whe
uch like his worek, 15 4 dvnamic person

Why do you do what vou do?
| have been painting ever since [ was a kid,
gives me an elevation that catapults me
sway from my surroundings, | love it [In
my chikihood it was perhaps a form of
escape 10 avold conventional basic school
ing, Art is freedom of expression, there by
0 boundary; that’s what attracts me the
most. Artistic freedom of imagination Is
why | paint and create works of art

What kind of art Is unappealing to you?
i ey optnkon, every form or style of art
is beautiful in its own way, But when an
wrtist replicates his own painting 1o become
repetitive or copies others, 1t irritstes me

R T L

Inspitation from ean Francods Millet
v was critical to my entering into Modern
Art, | hugely admired how the artistic
palette of immigrant artists in France
changed when they migrated to France
In particular, Dutchman Vincent van
Gogh's paintings from “Potato Eaters, the
dark painting done in Holland to the
bright “Sunflowers” painted in France,
show this radical change
Claude Moact, has always astonished
me in the way he created the context for
his paintings. He builds his own house and
garden i Giverny, 70 km from Paris, and
painted that throughout his life. S0 now
when you visit Geverny you can understand
the ingenuity of this context crealing
[mpressionist painter, You cannot capture
this context in MOMA New York whete
some of his paintings are now kept.
Breaking Realism to arrive at the

Mere is nothing wrong when an artist
draws {nspiration from other artists and
interprety that artists art in his or her own
way ?:vrrumplr, Vincent van Gogh, when
he was admitted to a mental asyfum, made
ditto copies of 21 paintings of fean Francols

Impressionism form was really work of
ahead of time at that time
Leonardo da Ving) #s a big inspiretion
for me. His visionary thinking was 600
vears ahead of his time, He is the only artist
who proved that an artist can do every-

\illet, He acknowledged that he copied thing in soclety, from perfection of art to

Millet, but van Goghs own style finally
ame through in these patntings
Indian Masters, those who paint with

the influence of British western art, have
Iiterally copied the Western style of certain
painters from the West without acknowl
edging their inspiration of influence. This
is disgraceful. This does not help young
Indian antists to understand the origin of
Jifferent sources of art.

What art movement o artist would you
say influences your work the most?

| am highly inspired by the French
wchool of art In every sense of art,
\ccording 1o me, no country in the world
has this ast flair which is above politics
and religion. 1 love the inclusiveness of
India's extremely heterogeneous soclety,
Indias non-conformist colours and the
physical désordre you find in every
aspect of life here. [thasa terrific charm.

sclence to engineering to medical seience
Anti-art Dadaism has created ncredible art
from the time of World War I, and
Surrealism also engrosses me a ot

1f there was one dead artist that you could
hang out with for a day, who would that be?
Hands down, Leonardo da Vinci!

What are your thoughts on belng an artist
in today's world?

For me fine art defines futuristic vision
without any boundary, It is a metaphor of
beauty, It improves our way of living, con-
tributes to changing the perception of
soclety, and adds v.\ﬁu 10 create unique-
hess In economic growth. It sensitises and
intrigues people to imagine differently. It
revives and rates all forms of art
cinema, theatre, literature, fashion, design
and architecture. The dimension of fine
arts is always at a higher platform

FINE ART DEFINES
FUTURISTIC VISION
WITHOUT ANY
BOUNDARY. IT IS A

METAPHOR OF BEAUTY.
IT IMPROVES OUR
WAY OF LIVING,
CONTRIBUTES TO
CHANGING THE
PERCEPTION OF
SOCIETY, AND ADDS
VALUE TO CREATE
UNIQUENESS IN
ECONOMIC GROWTH

The intrinsic value addition of fine
arly In @ country’s economy cannut ix
compared with any other mdustey. In
November , a painting Modighani did in
1917 was sold for $170 mydlion a1
Christic’s auction house, It was bought by
a Chinese tllionaire Lis Yiguan. Just Jook
at how Ching, a developing countey, Iy
nutturing fine arts openly in the western
soclety to bring outstanding cultural
elevation into their society. This is proot
of the value of art being at the summit in
developing societies

| feel todays generation of Indian
artists are creating magnificent works of
art. They should not be overshadowed by
so-called Indian Master painters. Of
course social media brought the world of
art into their hands. Thats a big advan
tage. If they have the will they will know
about the art they are doing and in what
context. Indian collectors or viewers or

allerists should pay extreme attention to
ese artists; their ideology and style
should get huge admiration in India and
around the globe. | have seen that lots of
Western style contemporary Indlan artists
have very interesting values In thelr

world, thelr culture, way of their rels.
tionship with nature. Every single thing tha
this universe offers stimulates my creatv.
ity except human jealousy, anger and bae.

As an artist, have you ever experienced
2 ‘creative block’ If so, how did you man-
to overcome it?
1 have never had a creative block. Acc
10 me artists don't have this so called issue
{ feel it all made up. This world Is such s
besutiful, positive place and there is w0
rwmmnmwlmdnm‘
3 conc Creative
m“mﬁmm
if an antist creative block, this
creative block itself could be a subject of
painting to create hundreds of works ofart,

What bas been your most touching of
rienced as an artist? ke

palntings, That can become big only when

urt profioters bebieve \n them and inspire

Uhem Lo grow withoul ' l.u.u',l_\',H.C mas-

ket door with the Indean Master puntings
Young Indwan painters can explore
muore things which are absolutely Induan o
sdd 1o their works of art. For instance, in
rural parts of India you woukl see women
wearing bright and colourful clothes and
this represents a certain type of clegande
But in urban parts you see people follow
ing more of Western trends. | believe!
W gen artists should todlow westem styke
art but keep some Indsan-ness for theis
identification. | can express myselt here: My
(nspiration fs French but my brght colowns
are non-conformist Indian colours with
desordre form on the painting subject

Where do you think your creativity
comes from?

This woeld is a magnificent, beatitful place
My Gesturism art form &s susro .»uJ

with

Themost touching and amazing |
for nie 25 a0 artist was when ay deste
dre (nstallation was exhibited "
Carrousal du Louvre, Paris o 2015 I
this global art fair s0 many viewers came
and touched my désordre painting st

at the bottom of the gantic monument
that hoases the paj of Leonardo do
Vinci, Rembrant among others. This was
the summit for me as an artist

1f there was a magic power you could use
hmm-&um-’:'am
Art can never be When a magi-
c1an 1s 00 stage you see his:

and when his act fs over, it no longer
cxists, Art on the other hand, is forever
It do\;m'lh.dlw' even : the artist
Hiusbes the painting or dies. Magic b 2
1rick. i can't be compared with art or be
used 10 make art. Art s @ vision, artists
b\n'l‘\'ahnddﬁmm creativ-
umdh;mboundm 10 answer

human gestures from bieth to death, It 15~ yous Questien. | wouldnt use any magi-

totally imprompiu We dnrﬂ know what d‘ M

rs 10 make art. Art started

(U\lu h.lpp('n to us after one second | b‘fu“(m!lulhiﬂ Iﬂdmm w-

derive insprration from this momentum ihle visionary artists

left their art work foe

and by mixing with different people of the  the future {magination.



